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NATIONAL CARERS WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [2.09 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house 
about National Carers Week 2019, which runs from 13 to 19 October. Carers Week is an opportunity to raise 
awareness of and show appreciation for the valuable and selfless contribution of the 320 000 unpaid carers across our 
state. This year’s theme, “why we care”, supports conversations about the varied and unique circumstances of carers. 

Carers come from all walks and stages of life. They may care for a parent or grandparent, a child, a partner, a sibling 
or a close friend. This National Carers Week across Australia, unpaid carers will spend 36 million hours caring for 
someone with a disability, a mental illness, a chronic condition or a terminal illness or someone who is frail aged. 
The estimated annual replacement value of this care to the Australian economy is $60 billion. However, on 
a personal and human level, it is difficult to put a price on what carers do. Carers enable the people they care for 
to maintain their independence, live with dignity and remain connected to their families and the people they love. 
Carers tell us that caring is extremely rewarding. But it is also hard. Carers Week is an opportunity to highlight 
the state government’s continuing efforts to raise awareness of the contribution of carers, to support people to 
identify themselves as carers, and to promote the availability of resources, services and supports. 

As Minister for Community Services, I opened the Carers Week media display at the Yagan Square tower on 
Sunday. The display will run throughout the week at various times and highlights the valuable contribution of 
carers to our community. It was an impressive sight to see carers, who are too often hidden from view, so 
prominently displayed in the centre of our city. I also hosted an afternoon tea with carers and service providers to 
personally acknowledge the positive difference they make to the lives of the people they care for. I encourage 
people to visit Yagan Square and view the tower display, and to take a moment to celebrate and recognise the 
crucial role carers play in our community. 
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